Dear [MP name],
I write as one of your constituents who is concerned about the impact the Government’s proposed changes to the planning system could have on women and girls’ participation in sport and physical activity.
As you will know, the Government is proposing to remove Sport England from the list of statutory consultees on planning applications in England. This worries me.  
Sport England have had a formal role in the planning system since 1996; a role they were given to tackle the number of playing fields that had been lost to developers in the years before. They were – and are – a safeguard against national planning policies that were failing to protect places to play. If we remove that safeguard now, and replace it with nothing, who’s to say that this pattern won’t repeat itself?  
Playing fields and pitches deliver at least £2bn in improved wellbeing every year. Ignoring their importance in the planning process could threaten the drive for economic growth that reform of the planning process is intended to support as well as threatening the ability of millions of people to be active. And, given Sport England object to 0.001% of the 360,000 applications they respond to each year, it is unlikely to make any impact on the Government's aim to build 1.5million homes. 
More importantly to me, Sport England are the only statutory consultee who can champion the opportunity for women and girls to be active. Removing their expertise from the planning process could have a hugely detrimental impact: on women and girls, on English sport and on the Government’s missions to increase opportunity for all, and improve the health of the nation.   
For women’s sport, the impact could be huge. Women’s sport is growing. We are already seeing huge pressure on space and pitches, despite the good work that Sport England and others are doing, as more and more women and girls fight for their right to play. Any loss of space now would come at a critical moment, stunting the growth of one of the UK’s biggest success stories and excluding more women and girls from sport.  
The next generation of Red Roses and Lionesses will be taking their first steps onto their local playing field as we speak. If we take that opportunity away from them, we are letting them down.
I hope you are able to use your voice in Parliament to protect women and girls’ spaces to play.
With best wishes,
[Your name]
[Your full address]

